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Principal’s News 
Important Dates 

 Term 4 December 

Swimming Lessons Yr PP-2 
2nd Dec to 

13th Dec 

School Council Tea at Sale Yards Wed 4th 

Kindy Graduation  12.30pm Thurs 5th 

End of Year Concert 6pm Wed 11th 

Reports Home Fri 13th 

Kulin Water Slide  - Lexile  Fri 13th 

Year 6 Graduation  1.30pm Mon 16th 

Parent Interviews Mon 16th 

Year 6 Dinner Mon 16th? 

Christmas Shared Lunch      

Good Standing Day 
Wed 18th 

Last day of school for year  Thurs 19th 

Year 2020  Term 1 February 

First Day of school Mon 3rd 

Swimming Year 3-6 
Mon 24th Feb 

to Fri 6th Mar 

40th Anniversary Fri 28th  

 March 

Labour Day - no students Mon 2nd 

Faction Swimming Fri 20th 

Vision:  

Braeside Primary School is a dynamic learning community that values diversity and fosters a sense of belonging. 

We meet the needs of each individual through collaborative, reflective, and evolving school-wide practices that     

provide explicit, engaging experiences.  Our students achieve their academic, emotional and social potential and are 

contributing members of the community. 

Newsletters can be emailed, please let the office know your email address. 

A group of students, Mrs Tester and Miss McGuire will be      

enjoying a day out to the Kulin Water Slide on Friday.  This is 

the culmination of their Lexile rewards for 2019.  Students     

attending have earned 20 points for 2 terms. We are pleased to 

announce that 25 students will be attending, 34% of children  

eligible. Our 100 nights of reading program is also continuing to 

be well supported by many students with 54 students achieving 

100 nights of reading this year, this figure is 50.94% of eligible  

students.  Over the weekend I have been editing reports and 

have noticed a strong correlation between those students who 

are regularly completing lexile or home reading and their      

reading grades and progress.  The engagement they have with 

reading at home is also reflected in their engagements levels 

and enthusiasm for all learning across the school.  As you are     

preparing for Christmas and buying presents for family        

members, can I suggest you move towards the book line.  If you 

have the opportunity during your Christmas relaxation time to 

model reading and a love of reading to your children, please 

take the opportunity.  If you are off on holidays, maybe consider 

trading the iPad for a book or two for your child. 

Into 2020 we will again be supporting and encouraging home 

reading and Lexile, with Lexile moving down to Year 3 for      

Independent readers.  We are also planning to support a before 

school reading program in the Library, using Decodable readers 

at the children’s level.  This will be done daily, as an intervention 

to boost student reading success. 

Primary Extension and Challenge Program for 2020 

We have had 4 students from Braeside successful in selection 

into the PEAC program for 2020.  Congratulations to Jonah 

Stade, Olivia Hartley, Kaylee Sander and James Standage.    
If your contact details have changed, please let the 
office know so we can keep your  details  updated. 
Phone numbers are especially important to keep 
updated for inquiries from the school, or if your 
children are unwell. 
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As a school we are also very excited to be hosting the PEAC program for 2020 at Braeside.  Fortnightly, the 

group of students from the Narrogin region will attend the Library and undertake a range of activities.  Staff will 

also have the opportunity to collaborate with the PEAC teacher and also observe lessons, supporting them in 

future learning focussed around academically able students.  As a key milestone and strategy from our       

strategic plan, this is an amazing opportunity. 

Independent Public School 

Miss Bielby and myself attended training last week to nominate to be an Independent Public School for 2020.  

This is a future direction supported by the School Council and all school staff.  It will enable Braeside to move 

into 2020 and beyond with added flexibility and the ability to engage a wider variety of support staff including 

therapy assistants and support workers.  There will be subsequent meetings and a presentation in Term 2 of 

2020.  If successful we will be designated an Independent Public School from Term 3, 2020. 

End of Year Concert 2020 

This exciting event is nearly upon us again.  The evening will commence at 6pm, with children arriving at their 

classes at the time designated by their teachers.  Notes have been sent home with students regarding        

costumes.  If you require disabled access for the evening or special seating, could you please advise the office 

so arrangements can be made.  We are looking forward to celebrating the student’s achievements with you all 

and also sharing a visit to the “Wild, Wild West.” 

End of Year Reports 

End of Year reports will be going home on Friday 13th December 2020.  Parents interviews are scheduled for 
Monday 16th December from 2.30-4.00pm.  A parent interview request form is attached to the newsletter. 
Please complete the form and return to the office.  

Teresa  Wigg 

Principal 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 

 

EVERY DAY COUNTS FOR YOUR CHILDS EDUCATION 

 

If your child misses 1 day per fortnight that equals 1 month per year and 

adds up to missing nearly  

1 and a half years of school i.e. 90% attendance rate. 

If your child misses 1 day per week that equals 2 months per year and 

adds up to missing nearly  

2 and a half years of school i.e. 80% attendance rate. 

If your child misses 2 days per week that equals 4 months per year and 

adds up to missing nearly  

5 years of school ie.60% attendance. 

If your child misses 3 days per week that equals to 6 months per year 

and adds up to nearly  

8 years of school i.e. 40% attendance. 

 

Students who attend 80% or more over fortnightly 

periods will receive a  

Zooper Dooper at lunch time on Fridays, beginning 

Week 2 of Term 4 

Attendance Letters have been sent home, if your child has 

unexplained absences, please complete the letter and 

send back to the office so our records can be updated.  

Thank you 
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Graduate Reflections 
Hi my name is Asher and I’m a Year 6 student and I will be graduating this year. I feel both sad and happy about      

graduating. As we are currently the leaders of the school, it’s like starting all over again to me because we will be a junior 

again. Since I have been at Braeside for a long time I have made a lot of friends. I hope in the future we will continue to 

be friends. My favourite memory was of 2019 was going to camp. I was afraid to go down the flying fox because I am 

scared of heights. Deep down in my heart I was scared but on the outside I showed no fear. In high school look forward 

to learning new subjects and trying to make it into the ACE class. When I grow up I hope to be a mechanic or an        

engineer. 

Hello, my name is Brayden D’Aprile and I’ve been at Braeside Primary School for 7 years. This is my last year as I will be 

graduating at the end of Term 4. In high school I am looking forward to being in LEAD and in ACE classes. My favourite 

memory from this year at Braeside was definitely Year 6 camp. We did so many things such as the flying fox where we 

jumped off a 9 metre building. I feel excited to be going to high school because I’m looking forward to LEAD. When I’m 

older I’d like to play in the AFL or if I grow a lot more, I’ll try NBA. 

Hi my name is Shane Fisher and I am happy that I’m am graduating. At graduation you can get a bag of prizes and go to 

high school.  I am looking forward to high school because of things like LEAD and CLONTAF and different sport.  My 

favourite memories this year have been going to Bounce when we had our camp and all the sport carnivals.   I am     

looking forward to high school because when I grow up I want to be a car shop worker. 

Hi I am Nikita Thornborough and I’ll be graduating this year.  I’ve been at Braeside Primary School since Year 1.  I feel 

sad that I’m leaving and it’s my last year in primary school. I’m also quite scared because I’m going from a being a leader 

to being the youngest at high school. I feel happy as well because I’m FINALY out of primary school! My favourite 

memory this year was Year 6 Camp. The best part about camp was the flying fox and vertical climb. I was scared about 

going on the flying fox because as you went up the stairs it got higher and higher, but from the ground it didn ’t look that 

far up. We all had three turns each.  It was scary and fun! On the vertical climb I didn’t make it very far because I’m 

scared of heights and it’s very wobbly and hard to do.  When I go to high school I’m looking forward to making new 

friends and trying Woodwork and Metalwork because we get to make stuff and it sounds really fun.  When I leave school 

I want to be a mechanic. I’d like to be a mechanic because I like helping dad fix his cars.   

My name is Jamie and I have been at Braeside Primary School since Term 3, 2019. I came from Gnowangerup District 

High School. My favourite memory at Braeside was when I went on Year 6 camp and we went to Bounce where I landed 

my first double front flip. When I go to high school I will feel nervous because I think the work will be a bit harder. In high 

school I am looking forward to LEAD, Clontarf and different subjects such as woodwork. My friends are Nathan, Les,  

Eric, Shane, Shayden, Thomas, Daizhon, Kasim and Asher. In the future I would like to be an AFL player and play for 

the Collingwood Magpies. 

Hi my name is Kasim Nazari and I’m a Year 6 student who will be graduating this year.  I feel a bit sad about graduating 

because this is my last year in Primary School and it brings back a lot of memories.  My best memory from this year was 

when we went on camp because we did a lot of fun things such as the flying fox and messing around in our dorms.  In 

high school I’m looking forward to learning mechanics and trying different subjects.  In the future I would like to be a    

mechanic or an engineer. 

My name is Billie-Jo French; I have been at Braeside for 7 years. I will be graduating this year. I have always had the 

same friends but the only friends that are still at Braeside to this day are Aina, Nikita and Sophie. I have always loved the 

school that I go to so it will be hard leaving. I am sad because Braeside is the only school I have ever been to. I am    

excited for a new and interesting experience. There are so many things that I am looking forward to in high school, such 

as different subjects and ACE. I will always remember all the good memories. Such as our Year 6 camp and our leavers 

shirts. My favourite thing about camp was going to Parliament House because there were so many facts. One of them 

being that in the olden days nearly every speaker got murdered. Also, Ten Pin bowling was fun because I got three 

strikes. When I finish school, I would like to be a beautician.  
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SCHOOL  NURSE 

 

COMMUNITY  NEWS 

Talking to your child about growth and development 

Adolescence is a time of trepidation for many parents. For parents with children who have learning disabilities it can be more difficult as their 
children may need extra education and support to manage the changes that come with puberty and adolescence. 
 
The hormonal changes associated with puberty are the same for all young people. Children with intellectual disabilities are likely to need extra 
support to express their feelings in positive ways. 
 
Things to discuss may include: 

 Public and private concepts 

 Body changes 

 Hygiene 

 Protective behaviors 
 
Discussions about puberty should begin before physical changes start. Extra time is needed to adjust to the changes that occur with puberty. 
Parents will know the best time to start talking to their child,  but as behaviour is difficult to change, it is a good idea to  start making small 
changes early, for example; dressing and undressing in a private place. 
 
If you need advice and support about talking to your child, or if you are concerned that your child may have behavior's that are not socially 
acceptable contact your community school nurse. 
 
Useful resources and information is available from the websites listed below: 
 
Raising Children’s Network 
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/autism_spectrum_disorder_puberty_teenagers 
Family Planning Victoria – Talking to children with Cognitive Disabilities 
http://www.fpv.org.au/for-you/people-with-a-disability/talking-to-children-with-cognitive-disabilities 
Better Health Channel – Talking to young people with intellectual disabilities about sex 
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au 
Puberty and Autism Spectrum Disorders 
www.amaze.org.au 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/autism_spectrum_disorder_puberty_teenagers
http://www.fpv.org.au/for-you/people-with-a-disability/talking-to-children-with-cognitive-disabilities
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
http://www.amaze.org.au/
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
1st Katanning Joey Scouts are collecting non-perishable 

food and grocery items to support Katanning Community 

Harvest this Christmas. 

We’d love you to help out by dropping donations at the 

Katanning Library, or giving directly to one of the Scouts 

here at school. 

Thank you! 
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