
 

Year 6 2021 

Teacher: Miss Jamie-lee Lydiate  

Email: jamie-lee.lydiate@education.wa.edu.au 

This year is an especially important year for your child, it is their final 

year of primary school. The aim in my classroom is to get them ready 

emotionally and academically to move into high school with 

confidence. Below is the academic programs I will be teaching within 

our classroom. I also aim to support your children emotionally and 

socially as well.  

Social and Emotional Wellbeing  

Miss Chelsea Collins will be teaching them an evidence-based 

program called MindUp. MindUp allows the students to complete 

activities that build awareness and self-regulation and improves the 

child’s social- emotional and cognitive abilities. Students will also 

complete Health lesson with me that focus on  

- Strategies and resources to understand and manage the changes 

and transitions associated with puberty.  

- Strategies for a healthy lifestyle  

- Being sage in an online environment  

- Skills to establish and manage positive relationships.  

- Situations in which emotions can influence decision-making.  

- Preventative health measure than can promote and maintain 

community health which include connections for better mental 

health.  

Timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
- Writing 
- Spelling 

Spelling  
Mind Up   

Literacy Block Literacy Block Sport with Miss 
Collins 
  
LOTE: Indonesian 
with Mrs Punch  

Recess 



 

- Reading 
Rotations  

Genius Time with 
Miss Collins  

Mathematics  Mathematics  Art and 
Handwriting with 
Mrs Newman  
 

Lunch 
Assembly odd 
weeks  
Health even 
weeks  

Genius Time with 
Miss Collins 

Mathematics  Senior Sport  Reading with Miss 
Lydate 
Handwriting with 
Miss Collins  

  

English 

Our approach at Braeside is a balanced approached. We use a balance 

of explicit and directed activities, with freedom to practice and use 

strategies and methods that will maximise student achievement.  

Reading  

Students in year 6 are at the stage where they read to learn. Students 

will read a range of texts throughout the guided reading program 

Fountas and Pinnell. We focus on comprehension strategies that 

allow students to synthesis, summarise and infer fiction and 

nonfiction. Students that have completed the Fountas and Pinnell 

program will be extended by novel studies. Novel studies allow 

independent follow up questions after reading. Follow up questions 

must have depth of thinking and require full sentence responses with 

evidence used from the novel. Visible thinking routines are used to 

support deep and critical thinking throughout these studies.  

Spelling  

It is recognised that communication occurs when a writer has 

effectively related his or her meaning to the reader. Good spelling is 

a factor in effectively relaying meaning in their writing. Students will 

be explicitly taught spelling rules at the beginning of the week at their 

level. They will complete tasks independently to develop 

automaticity with spelling words and application.   

Writing and Grammar  



 

Writing requires us to apply our knowledge and understanding 

of grammar and punctuation. We need to know how to build our text, 

sentence by sentence, paragraph by paragraph; and the devices we 

can use to tie it all together, so that readers can make sense of what 

we write. Writing also demands the added features of spelling and 

punctuation, format and presentation. Grammar and punctuation are 

inseparably linked to writing. Students will explicitly be taught 

writing and grammar skills. This year we will be focussing on 

building the students independence to self-assess using a bump it up 

wall. A bump it up wall is a visual display which provides explicit 

levelled benchmarks for students to refer to in the writing process.  

Lexile  

Students are tested each semester and will obtain a reading level. 

Students will then choose a book from the library to read as a part of 

our home reading program. Parents are asked to sign their child’s 

diary each night when they read as we count their nights of reading. 

Once the student has finished the book, they are able to complete a 

quiz online. Each book is worth a certain number of points. I will tally 

these points and students that obtain 20 points by the end of the term 

will be invited to attend the Lexile Legends lunch. Our aim as a year 

6 cohort is to have every student in our class attend.  

Mathematics 

Mentals  

Mental math is completed daily to allow students to practice doing 

calculation in their head without using any calculator, device or tools. 

Students study the use of ‘friendly’ numbers’ to improve their 

abilities in mathematics. Mental math helps with the better 

understanding of math concepts and a reduction in errors.  

Problem Solving  



 

Students will complete one problem solving a week. Problem 

solving gives students the tools to apply their mathematical 

knowledge to solve hypothetical and real-world problems. This year 

we have started using Imath. Imath focuses on the problem-solving 

skills of finding a rule or pattern, making a table or chart, guess and 

check, working backwards and drawing a picture or diagram.  

Curriculum Concepts  

Using the Imath program students will explicitly be taught concepts 

at their level of need. Students will be guided through a lesson to give 

them the skills to independently solve calculations. At the end of a 

unit of work students will complete an investigation that focuses on 

the topics covered. The investigations allow the students to 

showcase their knowledge acquired and will assessed against a 

rubric. This rubric will be given to the students at the beginning of an 

investigation and will act as their success criteria in completing the 

investigation.  

 

 

 

Genius Time 

Genius Time this year will be taught my Miss Chelsea Collins. During 

Genius Time, students develop an investigation question based upon 

the presented provocation or stimulus. Student ’s individual or 

grouping guiding individual question will each be quite different and 

will lead students learning in different directions. After developing 

the guiding questions students will develop research habits to 

research their topics and decide how to present their findings to their 

peers. Students will have the opportunity to evaluate themselves and 

give constructive feedback to their peers. The aim of Genius time is 

to encourage student -led learning. Student -led learning inspires 

greater autonomy, collaboration, higher order thinking and helps 



 

ease student transition from the classroom to life after school. 

Genius Time supports in developing their confidence as it lends itself 

to more peer group and collaborative learning activities. This allows 

students to become more aware of their personal strengths and 

weaknesses. 

Homework  

This year I am to teach students different studying and research 

technique for them to use in high school. Unless I feel there is a need 

for your child to practice a certain area of the curriculum, I will be 

setting homework aimed at developing these skills. Homework will 

be available through the year 6 Connect classroom. Students know 

their log ins as well use the Connect classroom daily in class. I also 

ask students to read every night and as stated before you sign their 

diaries when they have read.  

 

Please feel free to contact me anytime regarding your child. I am 

always available via phone or email. I look forward to working with 

you this year to get your child ready for high school.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

Jamie-lee Lydiate  

Year 6 Teacher  

  

 

 


