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Kindergarten 

Room 11 & 13 

Mrs Le Roux &                         

Ms Smallacombe 



Welcome to Kindergarten 

Kangaroos Koalas 

Teacher: Mrs Le Roux 

Education Assistant: Mrs Naomi 

Koster 

Teacher: Ms Nicole Smallacombe 

Education Assistant: Ms Tanya 

Ritchie 

  

Timetable: Please see the attached sheet 

 Kindy Days and Times: 

Monday: 8:55am – 2:30pm 

Wednesday & Thursday: 8:55am – 3:15pm 

 

Communication 

Seesaw App: The See Saw App is a digital portfolio showing what your child 

has been learning at school. It allows parents to comment and engage in 

their child’s learning. If you have any questions about setting up See Saw 

please come and see us.  

Take home folders: These are sent home each day with notes etc. Please 

ensure they come to school each day.  

Newsletters: Newsletters are published every fortnight and are placed into 

students take home folders for those that are the allocated child to receive 

newsletters. Newsletters are a great way to know what is happening around 

the school and important dates.  

Attendance: Attendance Every day at school matters and consistent 

attendance as well as active participation are essential for your child’s social 

and academic learning. Children need to attend school regularly so they 

can take full advantage of all the educational opportunities available. If your 

child is going to be absent from school, please notify the office or let the 

classroom teacher know.  

Library Book Exchange: Monday 

 

 

 



Procedure and Policies 

Morning Routine: We encourage all students to be independent and we 

would appreciate your support in allowing the students to get themselves 

organised in the morning. The children need to place their drink bottle in the 

trolley and take-home folder in the basket. Students place their fruit into the 

fruit basket. They then need to complete a name building activity in the 

classroom. Unfortunately, due to Covid guidelines we are unable to have 

parents in the classroom at this stage.  

 Crunch and Sip/CAFÉ: Please send your child with 1 piece of fruit each 

day so this can be used for shared fruit time. This can be placed into the fruit 

basket as you enter the classroom. During shared fruit time the children are 

responsible for washing and drying their bowl to encourage life-long skills. In 

the classroom we call this CAFE time, and this allows them a great 

opportunity to practise social skills such as turn taking and provides an 

opportunity for social conversations.  

 Canteen: Kindy children can order their lunch from the high school 

canteen via the Flexi schools App. If possible, please let us know or write in 

your child’s communication book if they have a lunch order so we can 

organise collecting them from the canteen. Throughout the year the school 

has special morning tea events. If your child brings in money for these please 

send in a bag or envelope and hand to the teacher to ensure we send them 

to the canteen and the money stays safe.  

 Collection of students: In certain circumstances it may be necessary to 

collect your child from school during instructional hours (e.g. illness, medical 

appointments, etc.) If you are collecting your child during school hours, 

please ensure that the student has been signed out at the front office where 

you will be given a pass before coming to collect them from the classroom. 

This is a necessary legal requirement for reasons of safety and duty of care. 

Behaviour Management 

Classroom Rules and expectations 

 We always use our manners, ‘Please, thank you, excuse me” 

 Take turns and share 

 We keep our hands and feet to ourselves                

 We use our inside voices 

 We use our walking feet in the class 

 We do not throw things 

Positive reinforcement 

Praise, stickers, prizes, certificates and visits to the Principal’s office are used 

to reinforce appropriate behaviour and purposeful work habits. During the 



next few weeks we will have many opportunities to learn and practise 

appropriate Kindy behaviour.  

 Traffic Lights: Everybody starts the day on green and they will stay on green   

for good behaviour. 

Occasionally children have difficulty following class rules. At these times we 

will try to redirect the child’s behaviour through eye contact or quiet 

reminders. If this does not help to improve the child’s behaviour his/her name 

will be moved down to yellow. We will talk to them about their behaviour and 

how to improve. If the child keeps making the wrong choices after several 

warnings, his/her name will go further down to orange and finally red. They 

will then be put on the “time out dot”.  

 

Often if we see a child misbehave, we look for children who are behaving 

very well and then praise those children and move their names up, rather 

than moving the misbehaving child’s name down. Most children will change 

their behaviour when they see this, in the hope that they too can move up. 

We try to move more names up than down. This makes the system more of a 

positive reinforcement than negative. If a child is disrupting the class, we will 

offer them the choice of having some quiet time. If they end up on orange, 

they get a chance to redeem themselves with good behaviour and move 

back to green. 

 

This is how we learn to sit on the mat.  

Give me 5 (Hi 5) 

 Legs are crossed   

 Ears are listening 

 Eyes are watching  

 Hands are still  

Additional information 

Attendance 

A successful school experience is the responsibility of the child, the parent 

and the school. Your child’s progress, both academically and socially, is 

influenced to a great extent by daily participation.  

 

Morning drop off 

School begins at 8.55am, although the classroom will be open from 8.35. We 

encourage students to arrive after 8.35am. Children who arrive before this will 

be supervised in the Undercover Area. If your child arrives at school after 9.00, 

you need to get a late note from the office and hand it to the teacher. 
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Unwell children 

If your child is unwell, it is best that they do not attend school. 

Please ensure that you let the school know by phoning the 

office or sending a note once your child returns.  

 

 

Healthy Lunchbox 

 It is encouraged that your child’s lunch box contains a healthy 

lunch to give your child enough energy to get through a busy 

day at Kindy. Each day we have an allocated fruit sharing time. 

Please make sure that you pack a piece of fruit,  

vegetables, sultanas or popcorn for your child to share. This is 

very important as we do not want children to miss out at fruit time. We 

recommend that children do not have lollies while at school. It would be 

appreciated if you do not send any products containing nuts to school. 

 

Labelling clothing 

Just a reminder to ensure your child’s hat, jumpers, water bottles etc. are 

labelled so that they do not get lost. Without labels the children are unable to 

identify their clothing and this makes it impossible for us to return it to their 

rightful owner. Also remember to pack a spare set of clothes in case of an 

“emergency” or when they get wet during water play. 

 

Workbooks and portfolios 

We are no longer doing portfolios in Kindergarten. Time we used to spend on 

portfolios are now used for more hands on play based experiences and to 

teach and role model social skills and also fine and gross motor skills. They will 

have a workbook that will stay at school the whole year, you are more than 

welcome to have a look at it at any time to see the progress your child has 

made. At the end of the year, they are yours to take home. 

 

Communication 

Communication is vital as it ensures student needs are addressed and 

catered for. Please voice any concerns, requests or questions to us as we will 

do the same with you. 

Curriculum: 

Social Skills: We have a Social Skills program that we explicitly teach across 

K-2. One of the most important things we do in Kindergarten, is learning new 

social skills as we interact with other students and adults outside our families. 

We learn to respect other’s feelings and show care and consideration for 

others. We develop turn taking, joining in, participating strategies, 

perseverance and independence. 



Literacy: Letters & Sounds Program 

The whole school follows the “Letters and Sounds” phonics program. It 

teaches children to read and write using phonics (the study of sounds), 

progressing from beginning to hear and make sounds in phase 1, to reading 

and writing complex texts in phase 6. Letters and Sounds helps to build 

children’s speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to prepare 

children for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. 

What are phonics phases? 

Phases are the way the Letters and Sounds program is broken down to teach 

sounds in a certain order. 

We teach phase one in Kindergarten 

Activities are divided into seven aspects, including environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice 

sounds and finally, oral blending and segmenting. Teachers plan activities 

that will help children to listen attentively to sounds around them, such as the 

sounds of their toys and to sounds in spoken language. Teachers teach a 

wide range of nursery rhymes and songs. They read good books to and with 

the children. This helps to increase the number of words they know – their 

vocabulary – and helps them talk confidently about books.  

KOLP-Kindergarten Oral Language Program 

Commencing at the start of Term 2, this program will run twice a week with 

the help of the Community Health Speech Therapists. It is an oral language 

based program that focusses on grammar, vocabulary, comprehension and 

pre-cursor literacy skills required for reading. We started using this program in 

2013, it is an amazing program through which we have had great success so 

far.  

Mathematics: Maths is taught in strands i.e. Number and Algebra, 

Geometry and Measurement and Statistics and probability. This sounds very 

formal but we learn most of this through play.  

We also build our numeracy skills further with: 

 Early counting – finger rhymes, chanting songs to encourage familiarity 

with number sequence 

 Ability to match a number name to each object as they count small 

collections (1:1 correspondence) 

 Developing foundational language to describe shape attributes such 

as point or curvy and position such as between, forwards, backwards, 

under or next to 



 Opportunities to copy and make patterns – threading, clapping, songs, 

using manipulatives 

 Recognising and labelling shapes and colours 

 Compare the size of objects and use language to describe for 

example biggest, smallest 

 Developing the language of measurement such as heavy, light/long, 

short 

 Sort and classify collections based on similarities and differences 

Early Years at Braeside 

Early Years Philosophy: 

Our Early Years fosters a sense of belonging for the whole child including emotional, 

physical and academic development. We provide this through a balance of play 

based and explicit teaching experiences including KOLP, extended play periods 

with intentional outdoor play experiences and following the whole school plans. 

Parent engagement and involvement is a crucial part of the Early Years. All staff 

involved in the Early Years are actively engaged and supportive of our Early Years 

philosophy. 

Play-based Learning: We are following a play-based approach in the 

Early Years where the students’ learning and wellbeing develops through 

strong interconnections between play-based learning environments and 

experiences, intentional teaching and nurturing relationships. We have a 

collaborative outdoor play area with planned learning experiences. Kindy 

and Pre-Primary have longer outdoor investigation time: lunch being 60 

minutes. They take part in different learning stations which are specifically 

planned for them. Emphasis is also put on teaching them social skills. 

We also use the Early Years Learning Framework which recognises that all 

adults in the learning environment have responsibility for each child’s learning 

journey. It is in the interactions and conversations between adults and 

children as they are engaged in projects or play that learning is emphasised, 

enhanced and extended. Reflection is central to our planning for learning. 

We continuously review our environment, our resources, our observations of 

children and our interactions with them to ensure equity and optimum 

opportunity for each child’s development. We are also constantly modelling 

learning strategies, including literacy and numeracy practices. 

We explicitly plan and model literacy and numeracy activities in addition to 

games and other activities. We plan opportunities for children to read, draw 

or write in as many areas of the learning environment as possible so that they 

always have access to resources.  Literacy and Numeracy have become a 

natural part of their projects and the children have real purpose in their 

learning.  



National Quality Standards: 

The National Quality Standard (NQS) is a key aspect of the National Quality 

Framework (NQF) and sets a high, national benchmark for early childhood 

education in Australia.  

Each year Braeside conducts an Audit of the following 7 key quality areas and sets 

areas for further improvement and ways we are going to reach these goals. 

The NQS brings together the 7 key quality areas that are important to outcomes for 

children.  

 Educational program and practice  

 2. Children’s health and safety  

 3. Physical environment  

 4. Staffing arrangements  

 5. Relationships with children  

 6. Collaborative partnerships with families and communities  

 7. Leadership and service management  

The NQS contains 15 standards with two or three standards in each quality area. 

These standards are high-level outcome statements. Under each standard sit 

elements that describe the outcomes that contribute to the standard being 

achieved. There are 40 elements in total. The development of the National Quality 

Standard was informed by research on best practice and the way in which high-

quality education and care contributes to positive outcomes for children. The 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development identifies aspects of 

quality critical to the provision of early childhood education and care services.1 

These aspects include educational concept and practice, structural quality, 

interactions between educators and children and targeting services to meet the 

needs of families and local communities. These aspects of quality are reflected in 

the National Quality Standard.  

At Braeside Primary School we are committed to providing the highest quality Early 

Childhood Education for your child. 

We hope this Newsletter has answered your questions. Please come and see us if 

you have and further queries or concerns. We look forward to working with you and 

your child to ensure they have a terrific year.  

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Le Roux & Ms Smallacombe



Kindergarten Timetable Term 1 2021 

Time Monday Time Wednesday Thursday 

8:30-8:55 Family Time 8:30-8:55 Family Time Family Time 

9:00-9:20 Fundamental Movement skills 9:00-9:20 Fundamental Movement skills Fundamental Movement skills 

9:20-9:40 

 

Morning Meeting: Attendance, 

Songs, calendar 

 

9:20-9:40 

 

Morning Meeting: Attendance, 

Songs, calendar 

 

Morning Meeting: Attendance, 

Songs, calendar 

 

9:40-10:35 Literacy Warm Ups 

Explicit Teaching 

Integrated Activities  

Shared Fruit (CAFÉ) 

Plenary 

9:40-10:55 Literacy Warm Ups 

Explicit Teaching 

Integrated Activities  

Shared Fruit (CAFÉ) 

Plenary 

Literacy Warm Ups 

Explicit Teaching 

Integrated Activities  

Shared Fruit (CAFÉ) 

Plenary 

10:35-10:55 Recess/Outdoor Investigations 10:55-11:15 Recess/Outdoor Investigations Recess/Outdoor Investigations 

10:55-11:55 Maths Warm Ups 

Explicit Teaching 

Integrated Activities 

Plenary 

11:15-12:15 Maths Warm Ups 

Explicit Teaching 

Integrated Activities 

Plenary 

Maths Warm Ups 

Explicit Teaching 

Integrated Activities 

Plenary 

11:55-12:30 Funky Fingers 12:15-12:55 Funky Fingers Funky Fingers 

12:30-1:10 Lunch/Outdoor play & 

Investigations 
12:55-1:30 Lunch/Outdoor play & Investigations 

1:10-1.20 Mindfulness 1:30-1:50 Extended Outdoor Play 

Outdoor child initiated and teacher guided play and inquiry 
1.20-2:15 Investigations/Inquiry 

 2:15-2:30 Reset/Pack away 

 

 
1:50-2:00 Mindfulness 

2:00-3:05 Investigations/Inquiry 

Tuning in Meeting 

Investigations 

Reflection Meeting 

3:05-3:15 Reset/Pack Away Reset/Pack away 

 


