
Information Booklet - Room 8, 2021 

Mrs Nerida Campbell – Teacher (Monday – Wednesday) 

Mrs Louise Stade  - Teacher (Thursday – Friday) 

Our Aims  

Our aims as early childhood teachers are to treat each child as a unique and individual person, with his/her 

own specific needs for growth and development.   

We will also aim to assist each child to his or her potential academically, socially, emotionally, creatively 

and physically.  We want every child to know that they count, belong and are accepted and can truly be 

themselves.  This will occur in a warm, accepting environment where the family is an integral part of each 

educative process.  Our programme will also aim to cater for all children, their needs and their differences. 

 

Our Beliefs About Learning and Teaching. 

We believe that children learn by being personally involved in activities that are hands on and concrete.  

“They learn by doing”.  All activities that they are involved in at school should be worthwhile and have a 

purpose.  We believe that children have the greatest potential for learning when: 

1.  They are offered opportunities to interact with other children and adults. 

2. Given freedom to choose, discover and problem solve. 

3. Exposed to first hand experiences through play. 

4. They are involved in learning which is developmentally appropriate to their needs. 

5. The see reason for what they are learning and make connection to skills and knowledge they 

already have. 

6. They are happy and clearly motivated. 

7. They feel in charge of their own learning. 

8. Given strategies that emphasise and encourage self-discipline and personal responsibility. 

9. Children also need to be given opportunities to develop an awareness and acceptance of self and 

others.  

Catering for Individual’s Differences 

We are all different in so many ways. Our differences are what make us unique, but they mean that 

education can’t always be a “one size fits all” process. All children are individuals with individual needs 

requiring curriculum content presented in a relevant context, at their developmental and interest level. 

They should have the time to practise until they achieve success and self-confidence. 

To enable us to provide targeted teaching of skills and knowledge, students are grouped and 

participate in learning at their level in Mathematics and English. This happens mostly during the 

Numeracy and Literacy Blocks. 

Some students may need smaller group or individual teaching at times. This is usually planned for and 

documented in an Individual Education Plan, taught by the Education Assistant or teacher. All IEP’s are 

discussed with parents, so you will know and be involved if this is needed. 



Children who may have individual special needs will be integrated into the programme and their needs 

will be provided for appropriately. 

During lessons, a wide variety of multicultural, non-stereotype materials and activities will be provided 

to help ensure the individual appropriateness of the curriculum and also: 

1.  Enhances each child’s self-concept and self-esteem. 

2. Supports the integrity of the child’s family. 

3. Extends experiences of children to include knowledge of the ways of others, especially those who 

share the community and  

4. Enriches the lives of all participants with respectful acceptance and appreciation of difference and 

similarities among them. 

Classroom Management 

The classroom will have set rules that have been decided on by all students.  We believe that students 

need to know their boundaries and the consequences for not following these rules.  By providing an 

enriching and stimulating classroom we believe that children will be motivated to learn and this will then 

result in positive attitudes from the students and eradicate any behaviour problems which may occur.   

We believe children’s learning will be enhanced when working in small groups as well as individually and in 

pairs.  Our role as teachers is one of a facilitator, guider and observer.  We believe that while encouraging 

children to become enquirers, problem solvers, question askers and to find out things for themselves, we 

are equipping them for continuing discovery and learning. 

Our belief is that assessment should be child appropriate.  That is it should be valid, fair, educative, 

comprehensive and explicit.  We will assess children’s development in all areas through keeping anecdotal 

records, checklists, work samples and informal individual conferences with students. The information 

collected will be used as a basis for planning, evaluating and improving the curriculum and learning 

outcomes.  When appropriate and with parent’s permission, we will also use the information collected to 

liaise with other teachers and professionals in assessing children and planning learning outcomes. 

We will also self-evaluate our programme and teaching methods regularly to make sure that the goals, 

activities and strategies we are using are appropriate to all children and their learning.  We will then make 

necessary changes needed. 

Independence 

As your child is beginning Year One/Two  we would like you to work with us and encourage their 

independence.  You can support us in this by encouraging them to be responsible for packing their own 

Library bags etc. at home, teaching them to tie their own shoelaces and allowing them to unpack their own 

bag at school.   

Before School Routine 

 Place bag on bag racks. 

 Water bottle needs to be placed on the children’s desk. 

 Reading books and reading logs must be placed in the basket on the table at the back of the 

classroom. 

 Lead pencil needs to be sharpened and placed on the desk. 



 Students need to complete the days sight words in their folder and then they may choose an 

activity on the mat. 

 When the SIREN goes students need to make sure they have been to the toilet. 

Learning Areas 

English, Maths, ICT, History, Geography, Library, Health, Phys Ed, Science, The Arts. 

Literacy Dedicated Time takes place from 9.00am-10.55am each morning.  During this time, children 

undertake activities to develop their skills in Reading, Writing, Viewing and Speaking and Listening.  In 

order to minimise disruption during this very important part of the day, please ensure your child is 

punctual in arriving at school and, if possible any appointments you may need to make for your child are 

not scheduled during this time.   

 

Home Reading 

This is not a time to “test” your child’s reading ability.  It is about building your child’s confidence in their 

reading and practising skill.  It should be an enjoyable experience, where you can develop your child’s love 

of books.  Make your child familiar with their Home Reading book before asking them to read it, by looking 

at the pictures and talking about what the book might be about.  If your child makes a mistake during 

reading, allow time for self-correction.  If the mistake makes sense, ignore it, as stopping the reading will 

interrupt the flow of the story and your child may lose meaning.  Encourage your child to use their 

knowledge of sounds when decoding words. If your child is really stuck on a word, wait three seconds, and 

then give it to them.  Children may read to the teacher or Education Assistant before school each day, but 

may not be changing their book every day.  It is important that the child is reading fluently, and not word 

by word, like a robot.  Re-reading their Home Reading book is important for the child to progress with their 

reading.  Make it fun by asking them to show other family members and friends how clever they are at 

reading.  Home Reading should not be a chore, and we would encourage you to speak with us if you are 

experiencing difficulty.  Home Reading is focus at Braeside Primary School and therefore if your child does 

not read at home they will be expected to do it either before school, at recess or lunch.  Children will be 

rewarded at assemblies for their nights of reading. 

Library 

Our Library day is Tuesday so please make sure your child brings in their library bag and book for changing. 

Handwriting 

Please find attached a handout of NSW Foundation Style letter formations.  Encourage your child to use 

lower case letters unless upper case letters are required, such as in names. 

Reading Eggs 

Reading Eggs is used within the classroom rotations.  All students will bring home their Reading Eggs Login 

so please encourage your children to have a go and use these at home. 

 

 



Mathematics 

Mrs Campbell will be teaching the Numeracy strand as well as Measurement and Geometry. Mrs Stade will 

teach Statistics and Probability as well as Problem Solving. We will ensure that all aspects of the curriculum 

are covered. 

Mathletics 

Mathletics is used within the classroom rotations.  All students have bought home their Mathletics Login so 

please encourage your children to have a go and use this at home. 

Health 

Each term, learning in Health will focus on a different aspect. Over the year we will focus on Resilience and 

Mental Health, Protective Behaviours and Education, Drug and Road Safety, Healthy Choices.  Weekly 

Health lessons enable students to identify and develop their own attitudes and values associated with 

leading a healthy and safer lifestyle and makes them better equipped to make personally and socially 

responsible decisions regarding their health. 

Genius Time 

This year we are trialling Genius Time across the school. This is not really a new subject- it’s a bit like STEM 

or STEAM. It means that teachers are integrating the curriculum from Science, HASS and Technologies into 

an uninterrupted learning block. We are using a consistent model for investigation and learning across the 

school to teach students how to question, learn, inquire and solve problems.  For us, this will happen from 

11.15 until the end of the day on Thursdays. This term, for example,  our focus is on animals who live in our 

school. Our learning goals come from the Life and Living and Geography strands of Science and HASS.  We 

will present and assess our learning towards the end of term and find a way to share it with you. 

Crunch and Sip 

Please ensure your child has a prepared piece of fruit OR vegetable each day.  This is eaten mid morning 

and helps with concentration. Please peel or cut up oranges if your child is not able to peel it themself.  If 

your child only eats cut up apple etc please prepare this for them in the mornings. 

Water Bottles 

Each child will require a sipper (to prevent spills) water bottle containing water only to be kept on their 

desk, as they will be encouraged to drink regularly during the day as we currently have the water fountains 

turned off due to COVID.  We would also encourage you to provide them with a separate water bottle to 

be kept in their bag for Recess, lunch and sport. 

Behaviour Management 

At Braeside Primary School we have a PBS reward system.  Students collect tokens for certain behaviours 

which include Safety Sargent, Achieving Astronaut, Engaged Explorer and Respectful Ranger.  Students 

then place their token into their faction which goes towards a whole faction reward once 500 tokens has 

been achieved.  Students are also rewarded Goldies for their individual behaviour.  Goldie Pins are 

rewarded at 25, 50, 75 and 100 Goldies.   

 



Seesaw 

We are planning to use Seesaw to enable stuents to share activities they are doing at school with you. Each 

student has a Seesaw Journal which is accessed through the Seesaw App on a phone/device at home. At 

school, students will complete activities using Seesaw to draw, photograph or video their learning journey. 

You will only be able to see your child’s learning journal and photo or video that your child is tagged in. All 

posts must be teacher approved (but not necessarily correct or perfect!).  

Parent Concerns and Meetings 

If you have any concerns or are wanting to check on your child’s progress please make an appointment 

to see us.  We do not have time to speak with parents each day either in the morning or in the 

afternoon.  The children are our priority in the mornings and often we have to prepare for the next day 

after school. If we have any concerns regarding your child we will contact you straight away or write a 

note in your child’s reading diary. 

We do hope you and your child enjoy your time in Room 8, as we are very excited about teaching, 

nurturing and learning with your precious children.  We have many exciting things planned and we hope to 

see you all in the classroom at some stage.  Dads, Grandparents, Aunties and Uncles are all more than 

welcome to come and enjoy time with us as well. 

Kind Regards 

Mrs Nerida Campbell and Mrs Louise Stade 

Year One/Two  Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                          

 


