
 
 
27 January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
My name is Mrs Xylina King and I am excited to welcome your child in my Year 5 class in 
2021. I would like to begin by telling you a bit about myself.  I graduated from Edith Cowan 
University with a Bachelor of Education (Primary).  My family moved from Capel to Katanning 
in 2018, however my husband’s family have resided in the district for many decades. I have 
taught at Braeside Primary School since 2019 and I love the friendly and caring learning 
environment of our school. I love the community here in Katanning, and I am committed to 
living and working here for many years to come. 
 
We have a great year ahead of us! We will be reviewing a lot, learning even more, and of 
course having lots of fun along the way. Year 5 is an exciting year filled with continued 
independence and increasing abilities. It is a year where Year 4 concepts are reinforced and 
built upon and students begin to explore leadership opportunities that Upper Primary has to 
offer. 
 
This year, we are focusing on building the student’s collaborative learning skills in Years 4 to 
6. Collaborative learning is an umbrella term for a variety of educational approaches involving 
the students self-managing a team to mutually search for understanding, solutions, or creating 
a product. The benefits of developing these skills include: 

 Development of higher-level thinking, oral communication, self- management and 
leadership skills 

 Increase in self-esteem and responsibility.  

 Exposure to and an increase in understanding of diverse perspectives. 
  
We have designed a collaborative learning space that connects the Year 4 - 6 classrooms. To 
begin the collaborative learning journey we are going on an excursion on 
Tuesday 9th February 2021 to Albany Discovery Centre to research the history of Whaling in 
Albany. This will be connected to our Genius Time classroom studies focusing on the 
adaptations the ecosystem has made in Albany due to Whaling. Furthermore, students will 
study the reasons for and against Whaling and write a persuasive text outlining these. 
 
I look forward to getting to know you and your child and working with you throughout the year.  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns by email at 
xylina.king@education.wa.edu.au or alternatively you can make an appointment to meet with 
me after school. 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Xylina King 
Teacher 
Braeside Primary School 
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